Spring 2020                                                                                                                        ENGL Intro to Fiction 

                       SOWELA Technical Community College

Student Syllabus 

Lecture contact hours:  45

    


Semester Contact Hours:  
45

Semester Credit Hours:  3

Instructor Name:  Mr. Matthew Dye

Contact Information:  Classroom: AAH 



   E-mail: matthew.dye@sowela.edu (usually replies within a few hours)




   Office:  AAH 205

Catalog Description:

Intensive study and practice in reading of and writing about fiction, both short and novels, with emphasis on the elements of fiction.

Prerequisites:  ENGL 1010, ENGL 1020 
Co-requisites:  None

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to

· Demonstrate knowledge of the elements of fiction
· Analyze, interpret, and critically evaluate a number of different texts from a variety of genres and time periods 
· Apply concepts to written assignments and presentations to clearly communicate meaning
Assessments for Student Learner Outcomes

1. Oral in-class discussions of stories throughout the semester. 

2. Six reader responses of varying lengths showing a comprehension of elements discussed
3. Midterm and Final example showing retention of both concepts and readings
4. One Final Presentation showing mastery of elements of fiction applied to classic works

5. Evidence of notetaking, paraphrasing, summarizing, and analyzing readings (such as use of note and bibliography cards or specialized note-taking systems).

6. Journals, exercises and participation.

Required Text and Supplies:

· Access to CANVAS
· Access to Microsoft Word (available from IT department)
· Reliable access to Broadband Internet Connection
Note for Online Side of the Class:  There is no book for the class, as all the readings are online on CANVAS. In addition, we’ll be turning nearly everything in online, so a lot of the responsibility to log into CANVAS and do your work falls on you.  
As for the time spent on the actual reading, you’re going to need to allot yourself some time every day or at the very least every other day to spend reading and making notes on your stories.  If you do that, the papers and tests should come easy.

The Three Things:  If you do these three things, you will greatly increase your chances of passing…

1)  Format Your Papers Correctly-  The correct format is MLA format.  We will discuss this in class.  If you are ever uncertain, you can always ask a librarian or myself for help.

2) Turn In Your Papers On Time-  This allows me to read them in a timely fashion and get them back to you in time to correct the mistakes on the next paper.

3) Come To Class-  In an online class, this means logging in and completing assignments on time.  Actually reading stories more than once if you’re confused, and emailing the instructor if some instruction isn’t clear.  

Grading Scale:

90-100% A
80-89% B
70-79% C
60-69% D
0-59% F

Grading Criteria:

The final grade will be determined in the following manner:

· 6 Reader Responses @ X points a piece 



=
X pts.

· 1 Midterm Exam






=
100 pts.

· 1 Final Exam



 



= 
100 pts.

· 1 Final Presentation






= 
200 pts.

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE = 

Students must earn an average of 70 or higher to pass the class.
*Mr. Dye reserves the right to change grading format to better accommodate the semester*

Attendance Policy:

Class attendance is considered both a privilege and a responsibility. Students are expected to attend all classes for which they are enrolled. Attendance records will be maintained.  Typically, students who stop attending class receive failing grades.

Absence from class may be considered excused or unexcused as determined by the instructor. If a student accumulates excessive unexcused absences (10% or more of the scheduled class meetings in a given class) or excessive total absences (20%), the instructor may recommend to the student’s department head that he/she be withdrawn from the class. 20% of a T/TH class is 4 days.     
In addition, students who arrive 10 minutes (or more) late for class will be considered absent.  If homework was taken up that day, the late student will also be unable to benefit from that.  Bottomline: Be in class and be on time!
Students receiving federal student aid, scholarships, and/or institutional awards should consult with the Office of Student Financial Aid prior to withdrawal.  Students who completely withdraw from SOWELA (dropping or withdraw from all courses) are subject to the Return of Title IV refund calculation as dictated by federal regulations Return of Title IV Policy.

Policy for Dropping this Class:

Last day to drop a class is March 23rd, 2020.

Although the instructor may drop a student for excessive absences, it is the student’s responsibility to drop a class before the above drop date. A student will receive a “U” (Unsatisfactory) grade if (s)he stops attending class without dropping by the above drop date.


To drop a class, the student must contact the instructor and fill in a drop slip to be signed by the student and his/her Department Head.

Late Papers:

            ALL LATE PAPERS WILL GET A GRADE OF ZERO!  We will have ample time to write these papers, edit them, and turn them in.  Furthermore, students are highly encouraged to have their instructor read rough drafts prior.  If you find yourself getting behind, it is your responsibility to get with me to help you get back on track.

RETAKING A TEST will only be allowed under extreme circumstances. Like with papers, we will know well ahead of time the day of the test. If you are sick or something extreme happens, I must know before the day of the test for any chance of a retake.


YOU CANNOT MISS THE FINAL PRESENTATION.  

Students who are absent are responsible for getting any lecture notes and/or handouts that they missed.  Students who know they will be absent are encouraged to contact the instructor ahead of time, preferably by email.        

Academic Honesty:

SOWELA Technical Community College encourages academic honesty in all classes and requires academic honesty from all students. Students are expected to maintain honesty and integrity when completing all academic assignments and examinations. 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to the following: 

· submitting another student’s work as your own or allowing a student to submit your work as his/her own

· copying from another student on assignments or during an exam or allowing a student to copy from your assignments or exams

· receiving exam questions from a student who has already taken an exam or giving questions to a student who has not taken an exam

· listing false references 

· making up research data

· using an author’s work without proper credit and citation (plagiarism)

· plagiarizing any part of an assignment, essay or exam

· using unauthorized materials obtained from instructors or students  

· receiving unauthorized help on assignments or tests

· altering grades

· self-plagiarism

Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Any student found guilty of such dishonorable acts in academic work will receive a grade of 0% for the work presented. The instructor may also refer the student to the appropriate administrator for further disciplinary action that could result in an “F” in the course, dismissal from the course, dismissal from the college, and/or possible legal action. 

Students with Disabilities:


Students with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills or other disabilities have the responsibility to provide documentation to their department head or instructor in a timely fashion regarding reasonable accommodation needs. The ADA Coordinator may be contacted through Student Affairs.  

Technical Support:


If you are having issues with Canvas, the best people to contact are Canvas’s own.  There’s a little ‘Help’ ? at the bottom left corner of the Canvas page.  


If that’s not the technical help you’re looking for, you can always email Sowela’s IT Department by simply emailing help@sowela.edu .


Any other questions, you can try and email me, but I may not be able to help you.  I will take your issue into consideration though if an assignment is close to being due.
Communication Policy:


All students are advised to use their Sowela email when communicating with their teachers and other students.  Many updates will be sent exclusively to this email, so it is imperative that students stay up-to-date with this email address.

SACS Accredited!

SOWELA Technical Community College (SOWELA) is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award Associate Degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of SOWELA Technical Community College.

Link to Institutional Policies:


The Student Handbook with all the college’s policies and requirements is available at this link: https://www.sowela.edu/catalog

If you printed out the syllabus, you can find it easily by searching the SOWELA homepage for the Student Handbook.
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